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b -=Pentagon sorces répoit that

Co the Soviet Union has started|
s to ssend Cuba bigger and more.;

R ' heavily ~ afmied misslle-firing v, o0
R patrol ‘hoats. ) . , ’

T The first two boats, of a class’ S

known as OSA, reached Havana

in mid-Janyary after ‘being, . |

towed across’ the Atlantic by:

Soviet tugs. They arrived near-

a month after Cuban gun-' ..

St ‘ 4 t attacks on two unarmed, . *
o |Panamanian-registered -freight-}. B
ers I the Carribean brought) .- - )
. .. United Statés wafnings of pos-| A
: gible air and navél counter- S Ve
. action. o N ey ,
: 1 The "3p-knot “Soviet boats| - .- U
4 fcarry four missiles with high-t St
‘ " explosive warheads and a range| | e -
f 15 miles. '
‘ Last  October, the Soviet
; Union delivered MIG-21 fight-| .
; ' rs to Cuba for the first timel =
ot n fhore than four years. Thel
. rotision of newer and more-\ . . .-
. - Ji‘powerful ~missile boats isp .
, - fﬁ : some Pentagon| o
sald yesterday the Soviet Uni- L = e '
’ on has sent Cuba two speedy o T ‘
‘ patrol boats that can carry S ,
' o abntl-.s‘hip missiles which -could, "+ L
. - 'ibe used against U.S. ships. L
.|, The US. Navy has no de-
_ '|fense against the missile, ‘
P called the Styx. It was a Styx L
, {fired from an Egyptian patrol [
boat that sank the Israeli de- [ o .
-|stroyet Eilat in one of Egypt's| . -
few successful operations:. .
against the Israelis in 1967, |
Péntpgon spokesman Jerry L
Friedheim said it was the first!; o ;
. |time Cuba had received the' SV '
|Osaglass patrol boats. How- | ,
- |ever, he said Cuba has long ' :
: gad{ 18 hsmallerf Komar-class ,
- |boats, which are equipped for - ) , a
o two Styx missiless:.q kP . .,
.|, The Qsa, are twice as’: ! ' :
heayy as the Romars and can .-
Sva rre 31’1 olr pf the missiles, .. ‘ N
which _have a1 Yl :
15thle L-ave. A Tange of about"
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New Russian

Missile Boats

Asgoclated Press

. The Soviet Unicn has started
sending Cuba larger, "Hroreg
heavily armed missile-firing
patrol boats, Pentagon sources
report. .
he first two OSA-clags
boats rea¢hed Havana in mid-
January after being towet
across the Atlantic by a pair
of Soviet tugs. Lo
They artived nearly a month
after Cuban gunboat attacks
on two unarmed Panamanian-
registered freighters in the
Caribeen brought U.S, warn-
ings of possible air and naval
eolnteraction. C
The 35knot 0SAs mount
four Styx missiles with high-
explosive ‘warheads and- a
range of about 15 miles. )
The U.S. Navy has been con-
cernéd about the Styx since
the Egyptians sank an Israeli
destroyer with one of them in

1967,

The new 200-ton OSA craft
have a greater operating
range and carry twice as
mani' _migsile launchers as
the 18 glder Roniaf-¢lass pa-
trol boafs furnished fo Cuba by
the Russlans i the 1960s. ~ -
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